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hardly say that we did not see Uy or we would have
huntedher through the night, and I would have had a good excuse
for -turning a deaf ear to the Admiralty signal. But it is very
doubtftil whether, in those days, we could have inconvenienced
her, beyond delaying her return, by forcing her to remain
submerged or lie on die bottom. After this successful enterprise
Wed<lJ:gen was promoted to the command of Uzy. On 1 5th
October he sank the Hawke> which was as easy a prey as his first
ship, the Aboukir. Had he been an hour earlier, he would have
Found the Ha^vke and Endymlon stopped and communicating by
boat, and he might well have torpedoed them both. The
sinking of the Pathfinder, Aboukir, Hogue, Cressy and Hawke
in the; early days of the war was about as simple an operation
for a submarine captain as the stalking of tame elephants,
chained to trees, would be to an experienced big-game hunter,
\vho wished to kill them unseen and unsuspected.

On 1 2th March, 1915, this lucky and enterprising officer sank
three merchantmen off the Scilly Islands. Six days kter,
whea i[/29 was on her way home north about, she fell in
with tie Grand Fleet which was zig-zagging at a good speed
well screened by destroyers. Weddigen's first torpedo missed
the Ntfptuw of First Battle Squadron ; he then attempted to
attack the Fourth Battle Squadron. Uztfs periscope was
sighted by the Dreadnought and Temeraire^ and, the story goes,
both Increased to full speed to run her down, nearly meeting
on tojp of her. Dreadnought rammed her, the submarine
reared up almost perpendicularly, and sank stern first, the
number " 29 " being clearly distinguished. That was the end
of an intrepid officer, who was responsible for sinking four of
our cmtsers, with the loss of nearly 2,000 lives.

Aftet the loss of the cruisers, I was directed to suggest anti-
submarine tactics, and report generally on the situation. In a
memo:fcmdum dated 23rd September, I pointed out once again
that the main difficulty of a submarine was to find target ships,
and that her opportunities would be few and far between, if
regular well-defined patrols were avoided. With regard to anti-
submarine tactics I called attention to the late Commander-in-
Chief Js memoranda on the subject, issued before the war, and I
said thfct the war had brought out nothing fresh beyond emphasis-